
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

- OFFICE OF GOVERNOR Bon l'ERGUSON -

GOVERNOR'S ORDER CANCELING PAROLE PURSUANT TO RCW 9.95.160 

IN THE MATTER OF : 

Name: 
DOC#: 
Date of Birth: 
Date of Sentence: 
Statuto1y Maximum Term: 
County: 

PAULEY, Timothy Robert 
273053 
9/20/1958 
2/20/1981 
Life 
King County Superior Court Cause #80-1-02459-7 

ACTION: CANCELLATION OF ISRB ORDER OF PAROLE 

I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, by virtue of the power vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of Washington, including RCW 9.95.160, do hereby 
order and direct: 

The o,:der of the Indeterminate Sentence Review Board (ISRB) of the state of Washington 
fn this matte1;.dated Februc11y 19, 2025, attached hereto, is hereby C ANCELLED. The 
Secreta,y of the Department of Corrections is ordered not to release TilvlOTHY PAULEJ� 
DOC #273053. The parole granted to Ml: Pauley by the ISRB in the attached order and 
any prior orders is cancelled. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS AND REASONING 

This factual statement and decision reasoning are based solely on materials included in 
the ISRB hearing record. 

In the early morning hours of June 12, 1980, Mr. Pauley entered a family diner along with 
an accomplice, armed with a loaded gun. Finding five people inside, Mr. Pauley and the 
accomplice brandished their weapons and forced the victims to lie down on the floor. The 
three women were forced at gunpoint to remove their clothing; two were then tied 
together with electrical cords around their necks, and the third was hung with a cord 
around her neck to a bar railing, which strangled her to death. The two men were tied up 
with electrical cord and sent back to the cooler, where Mr. Pauley shot both of them in 
their heads while they were bound. Mr. Pauley and his accomplice fled the scene. Two of 
the women survived after losing consciousness and being left for dead. After managing 
to break free from the cords, they found their loved ones brutally murdered. Mr. Pauley 
pied guilty to tlu-ee counts of First Degree Murder and was sentenced to a maximum term 
of life in prison. 

Mr. Pauley has been incarcerated for over four decades and is now approximately 66 
years old. In April 2022, the ISRB found that, during his lengthy incarceration, Mr. Pauley 
has shown signs of rehabilitation. He has not received any serious infractions since 1995, 
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staff members as "despicable" and "pig bretlu·en" and stated that Mr. Pauley "can't really 
argue with" other incarcerated individuals "ranting about how they all need to be killed." 
I find this letter to be revealing of Mr. Pauley's true state of mind, in some aspects more 
so than programs and assessments that he knows will become a matter of public record 
as he pursues a parole order. I am very concerned that Mr. Pauley was still capable of 
such thoughts towat;d others despite all of the rehabilitative efforts he had undergone by 
that point. While Mr. Pauley has since engaged in addition�! programming and ·other 
efforts, I remain concerned that this has failed to rehabilitate him. The record does not 
provide sufficient indication that Mr. Pauley appreciates the gravity of the dehumanizing 
attitude toward others that the 2012 letter reveals, or that he has genuinely overcome this 
attitude. The record also reflects the ISRB 's undue emphasis on a determination that the 
letter did not constitute threatening language sufficient to find him guilty of an infraction. 
Whether the letter resulted in a formal infraction or not is irrelevant to Mr. Pauley's 
rehabilitation or his fitness for release. 

Mr. Pauley's 2012 letter to his brother is far from the only reason for concern. The ISRB 
record repeatedly calls into question Mr. Pauley's sincerity, his genuine acceptance of 
responsibility, and the effectiveness of rehabilitative measures. For example, in 2019, the 
ISRB observed that Mr. Pauley "likely did not internalize the substance abuse treatment 
programming he received," as he had a positive urinalysis for substaii.ce use shortly after 
undergoing this programming. A 2019 substance use disorder assessment noted that Mr. 
Pauley had denied any history of drug use aside from marijuana, even though inunediately 
after his crime in 1980, he reported frequent use of speed and experimentation with 
barbiturates, LSD, mescaline, cocaine, and PCP. A 2019 psychological evaluation 
indicates that Mr. Pai.lley sought to create an "overly positive image of himself' through 
his ·answers and "likely . . . denied, downplayed, or has little insight into potential 
problems that he may have." All this, despite Mr. Pauley having participated in numerous 
offender change programs as of that time. The record further indicates that, in repeatedly 
undergoing the same psychological and risk assessment testing and subsequently learning 
the results, Mr. Pauley may have learned to provide responses that will produce a more 
favorable result, calling into question the reliability of assessments of his psychological 
well-being and risk of reoffending. Even so, a risk assessment conducted during a 2021 
psychological evaluation still placed him in a category in which 34% of offenders with 
similar scores went on to re-offend within 5 years, and 60% re-offend within 12 years. 

Since Governor Inslee's cancellation of his parole in 2022, Mr. Pauley has done additional 
rehabilitative work, aii.d has been articulate in expressing regret and remorse. One must 
question, however, whether this comes from a place of true remorse rather than self­
interest in being paroled. Having considered the ISRB record, I am unconvinced that Mr. 
Pauley is truly rehabilitated and fit for release at this time. I respectfully disagree with the 
ISRB and former Governor Inslee and do not find that Mr. Pauley's rehabilitation is 
complete under RCW 9.95.100. 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 

Name PAULEY, Timothy 

DOC#: 273053 Date of Birth: 09-20-1958 

Date of Sentence: 02-20-1981 

Original Time Start: 02-20-1981 

Max Expiration: Life 

Statutory Maximum Term: Life 

County: King Cause #: 80-1-02459-7 

Parole Date: 03-27-2025 

ISRB 
INDETERMINATE 

SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD 
W11slling1on srare Deparrmenr or Corrections 

ORDER OF PAROLE AND 

SUPERVISION CONDITIONS 

PRE 84 OFFENSES 

RCW 9.95.120 

RCW 72.04A.070 

The Indeterminate Sentence Review Board (ISRB) of the state of Washington, after carefully reviewing all 

available information, hereby orders the Secretary of the Department of Corrections (DOC) to release on 

parole supervision Timothy PAULEY, DOC #273053, an inmate of a Washington State Correctional Facility. 

You are on parole supervision for 3 years. DOC Policy indicates: Pre - SRA offenders will be supervised 

as High Risk Violent for 12 months following release from prison/work release; then reassessed per 

DOC 320.400 Risk and Needs Assessment Process (for the next 24 months of supervision). The ISRB 

expects compliance with all conditions and your full cooperation with your DOC Community Corrections Officer (CCO). 

The ISRB or the DOC Community Corrections Officer (CCO) may issue an order directing arrest and detention 

by suspending parole pending a review as provided for RCW 9.95.120. 

PAROLE IS HEREBY GRANTED SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

1. If you are convicted of a sex offense, as required by RCW 9A.44.130-140, within 3 business days of release,

you must register as a sex offender with the Sheriff of the county where you reside.

2. Upon release from the Correctional Facility, you must report within one business day to your field case

manager. Thereafter, you must report as directed.

3. You may not leave the state of Washington without a prior written travel itinerary approved of in advance

by your field case manager. You must follow the approved itinerary, and any other written requirements.

4. You must obey all laws and court orders, including any conditions set forth in your Judgment and Sentence,

and abide by all conditions imposed by the ISRB.

5. You are prohibited from owning, possessing, receiving, shipping, or transporting a firearm, ammunition,

explosives or deadly weapon (Deadly weapon as defined in RCW 9A.04.110 (6)).

6. To monitor compliance with conditions and for officer safety reasons, you must submit to a search of your

person, residence, vehicle, and/or possessions when requested by a field case manager. This includes search

of your computer, cell phone, and any other electronic devices. A search is permissible when the field case

manager has a reasonable suspicion that you violated a community custody condition and there is a

connection between the suspected violation and the object(s) searched.

7. You must consent to DOC home visits to monitor compliance with supervision. Home visits include access

for the purpose of visual inspection of all areas of residence in which you live or have exclusive or joint

control or access.
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