STATE OF WASHINGTON
—= OFFICE OF GOVERNOR BOB FERGUSON =—

August 19, 2026

The Honorable Scott Bessent
Secretary of the Treasury

U.S. Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20220

Re: Request for Disaster Tax Relief Under IRC § 7508A and Public Law 119-29
Dear Secretary Bessent:

Pursuant to Section 7508A of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended by the Filing Relief for Natural
Disasters Act, Public Law 119-29, I respectfully request federal disaster tax relief for individuals and
businesses affected by the ongoing wildfires and extreme fire weather conditions in the state of
Washington.

Specifically, I am asking you for a one-year postponement of applicable deadlines for affected
taxpayers to file and pay their federal taxes. This would apply within the seven counties and three
Tribal Nations within Washington that are most affected by this disaster. Postponing these deadlines
will give much-needed flexibility to taxpayers whose ability to meet federal tax obligations may be
disrupted by evacuations, property damage, business interruption, displacement, loss of records,
restricted access, or other impacts related to the wildfires.

Beginning in July 2026 and intensifying significantly on and after August 1, 2026, Washington state
experienced widespread wildfire activity associated with prolonged hot, dry, and unstable weather
conditions. From July 31 through August 14, and continuing, much of eastern and central
Washington experienced particularly dangerous fire weather characterized by strong winds, critically
low relative humidity, dry fuels, and conditions conducive to rapid and extreme fire growth. These
conditions led to the ignition of new wildfires and significant expansion of existing incidents,
threatening communities and critical infrastructure, prompting evacuations and emergency sheltering,
and placing significant demands on local, Tribal, state, and federal firefighting and emergency
management resources. I declared a statewide State of Emergency on August 1, 2026, by issuing
Governor’s Emergency Proclamation 26-03. This State of Emergency remains in effect.

Additionally, in response to the escalating conditions and impacts, Washington state requested a
presidential emergency declaration on August 2, 2026, which was approved on August 3, 2026, as
Emergency Declaration FEMA-3650-EM.

As of August 14, a total of 786,207 acres have burned, and more than 940 structures have been lost,
with damage assessments continuing. Statewide emergency response capabilities remain activated,

with response and recovery operations ongoing.

I request disaster tax relief for affected taxpayers in the following Counties and Tribal Nations within
the state of Washington:
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Counties
e Chelan County e Spokane County
e Douglas County e Stevens County
e Ferry County e Yakima County
e Okanogan County

Tribal Nations

e Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation
e Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
e Spokane Tribe of Indians

Washington state respectfully requests that you exercise the authority provided under IRC § 7508 A to
postpone applicable federal tax filing, payment, and other time-sensitive tax-related deadlines for
affected individuals and businesses within the identified disaster areas.

We further request that you, through the Internal Revenue Service, postpone applicable federal tax
deadlines for a period of one year, or the broadest period of relief determined appropriate based on
the incident period, continuing disaster conditions, and impacts to affected communities.

Washington state recognizes that, pursuant to IRC § 7508A(c)(1), the Secretary will consult with the
Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency in evaluating this request. We are
prepared to provide additional information regarding affected geographic areas, incident conditions,
damages, evacuations, emergency protective measures, and other impacts as necessary to support the
determination.

Given the ongoing nature and severity of the wildfire situation, I respectfully request expedited
consideration of this request and the issuance of appropriate disaster tax relief for affected
Washington taxpayers.

Washington state’s point of contact for this request is Jonathan L. Holmes at (253) 512-7429 or
jonathan.holmes@mil.wa.gov.

Thank you for your consideration and continued partnership in supporting the state of Washington
during this emergency.

Sincerely,

Bob Ferguson
Governor of Washington

Enclosures (2)
1. Emergency Proclamation by the Governor 26-03, Wildfires — Burn Ban
2. Emergency Proclamation by the Governor 26-03.1, Wildfires — Relief and Response
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