STATE OF WASHINGTON
—= OFFICE OF GOVERNOR BOB FERGUSON =—

EXECUTIVE ORDER 26-02

GOVERNOR’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

WHEREAS, Washington state’s economy is a national leader in innovation, trade, and key
industries including advanced manufacturing, clean energy, life sciences, aerospace,
technology, agriculture, tourism and recreation, natural resources, and maritime; and

WHEREAS, sustained economic prosperity depends on coordinated planning and
execution across housing, infrastructure, workforce development, education, energy,
innovation, and the state’s overall business climate; and

WHEREAS, the expansion and retention of family-wage jobs across all regions of
Washington is central to the state’s long-term economic vitality, fiscal health, and the
ability of working families to thrive; and

WHEREAS, Washington’s current economic development efforts span multiple agencies,
funding streams, and levels of government and would benefit from enhanced coordination
and long-term strategic alignment; and

WHEREAS, the Governor is advised by the Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors on
economic conditions and trends, but the state lacks a single, durable forum for providing
long-term statewide economic development strategy, benchmarking against peer states, and
accountability for implementation; and

WHEREAS, strong public—private collaboration is essential to ensuring that Washington
remains globally competitive, inclusive, and resilient in the face of rapid economic and
technological change; and

WHEREAS, the state would benefit from an advisory council that brings together senior
leaders from business, labor, higher education, Tribes, and other sectors to discuss and
advise on statewide economic development strategy; and

WHEREAS, Washington’s continued economic success requires proactive identification
of barriers to growth, alignment of federal, state, and local investments, and the
development of clear performance metrics to track progress;



NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, by the
power vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes of the state of Washington, do
hereby order and direct the following:

1.

The Governor’s Economic Development Council (“Council”) is hereby established
under the purview and subject to the direction of the Governor’s Office.

The Council shall include representatives from various private and public interests,
including business, labor, higher education, Tribes, and others as designated by the
Office of the Governor.

The Department of Commerce shall provide staffing and other logistical support to
the Council.

The Council shall advise the Governor on a statewide economic development
strategy, with the goals of:

oo o

Strengthening competitiveness;

Fostering innovation;

Increasing manufacturing and trade;

Growing businesses and family-wage jobs; and

Ensuring broad-based economic prosperity across all regions of the state.

Specifically, the Council shall:

Identify market opportunities and barriers to economic growth;
Explore strategies to increase family-wage jobs;

Evaluate Washington’s economic competitiveness relative to peer states and
global competitors;

Advise the Governor on options and recommendations for a comprehensive
statewide economic development strategy, including sector-specific
strategies; and

Assess the alignment of federal, state, and local policies and investments
that impact economic development.

6. The Council shall submit advisory reports to the Governor with its findings and any
recommendations.



This Executive Order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law. Provisions of
this Order are not intended to alter any existing collective bargaining agreements. This
Order is not intended to confer and does not confer any legal right or entitlement and shall
not be used as a basis for legal challenges to any rule or any other action or inaction of the
governmental entities and employees subject to it.

This order takes effect immediately.

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 25th day of June,
AD, Two Thousand and Twenty-Six, at Seattle, Washington.

By:

/s/

Bob Ferguson
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

/s/
Secretary of State




