
 

EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 

AMENDING PROCLAMATION 26-03 and 26-03.1 

 

26-03.2 

 

Wildfires – State Individual Assistance Expansion, Family 

Emergency Assistance Program, and Ongoing Recovery Support 

  

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2026, I issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03, proclaiming that due 

to extended below-normal precipitation, above-normal temperatures, persistent widespread 

drought conditions, ongoing fires, and issuance of a rare Particularly Dangerous Situation Red-

Flag Warning, a state of emergency existed throughout the state of Washington that constituted 

a public health disaster affecting life, property, and/or the public peace; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of August 1, 2026, an extreme weather event characterized by high 

temperatures and strong winds occurred and resulted in numerous catastrophic wildfires 

breaking out throughout the state of Washington; and  

 

WHEREAS, to provide immediate services and financial assistance to those impacted by the 

wildfires that occurred in connection with this weather event, on August 10, 2026, I issued 

Emergency Proclamation 26-03.1, Wildfires – Immediate Relief and Response, which included 

expanding aid programs, waiving and suspending a number of state laws and regulations, and 

temporarily halting evictions, with provisions focused on the areas most affected by the August 

1, 2026, fires, including Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, and Yakima 

Counties and on and near reservation lands of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 

Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of 

Indians; and 

 

WHEREAS, the wildfires associated with this event stem from the prolonged widespread 

drought and adverse weather conditions and are part of a series of fires occurring throughout 

the state beginning on June 14, 2026, and continuing through the date of this proclamation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the fires that began on and after June 14, 2026, continue to burn, and due to 

continuing extreme weather conditions, several more fires across the state have started; and 

 

WHEREAS, the multiple wildfire incidents across Washington state beginning on June 14, 

2026, have caused widespread destruction to homes, businesses, agricultural operations, and 

public infrastructure; disrupted essential services; threatened life, health, property, and public 

safety; and resulted in significant response and recovery needs, requiring continued state 

assistance and coordination and necessitating the continuation of a state of emergency and 

ongoing state assistance and recovery support; and 
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WHEREAS, as of August 24, 2026, wildfires across the state of Washington have burned more 

than 1,200 homes and other structures and nearly 850,000 acres, forced tens of thousands of 

residents to evacuate, and produced smoke conditions hazardous to human health across the 

region; and 

 

WHEREAS, the impacts of these wildfires extend beyond the counties identified in 

Proclamation 26-03.1 and include additional counties, including Benton, Columbia, Grant, 

Kittitas, and Whitman Counties, which have experienced losses and damages warranting access 

to state recovery assistance and support; and 

 

WHEREAS, the impacts of wildfires occurring on and after June 14, 2026, continue to affect 

Benton, Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, 

Whitman, and Yakima Counties and on and near reservation lands of the Confederated Tribes 

and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and 

Spokane Tribe of Indians; and 

 

WHEREAS, affected individuals and households are suffering significant hardship as a result 

of these wildfire incidents and require immediate access to disaster assistance, housing support, 

replacement of essential documents, financial assistance, and other recovery resources to 

address unmet needs; and 

 

WHEREAS, state agencies continue to coordinate with local jurisdictions, Tribal Nations, 

volunteer organizations, and federal partners to support response and recovery efforts and to 

assess damages associated with these wildfire incidents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Military Department continues to monitor and coordinate 

supporting actions through the State Emergency Operations Center, implement emergency 

response procedures, and coordinate resources to support Tribal and local officials in 

alleviating the immediate impacts to people, property, and infrastructure; and continues to 

assess the ongoing wildfires and the danger of new wildfires or expansion of existing wildfires 

resulting from ongoing high-risk weather and fire fuel conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, rebuilding homes and other structures destroyed or damaged by the wildfires will 

be a high priority after immediate emergency response needs are met, and input on facilitating 

prompt and responsible rebuilding will be needed from state agencies with relevant expertise 

and authority; and 

 

WHEREAS, wildfires across the state removed more than 600 homes from the housing supply 

in a matter of days, and it will likely take months to rebuild and replace these homes; and 
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WHEREAS, Washington state has a documented and severe shortage of rental homes that are 

affordable and available to extremely low income households, and the units that stand vacant in 

Spokane County and across the state are largely not affordable to households displaced by these 

fires; and 

 

WHEREAS, emergency shelter and temporary housing capacity in the affected region is 

operating at or near capacity, and displaced households cannot be absorbed by that capacity 

alone, nor does the region have sufficient alternative housing options available for displaced 

households; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the days following the fires, thousands of residents were taken in by friends, 

family, neighbors, coworkers, and members of their faith and cultural communities, and this 

private hospitality has carried a share of the emergency response that public shelter capacity 

could not have carried; and 

 

WHEREAS, many of the residents providing such private hospitality are themselves renters 

whose leases may limit the number of occupants, the presence of guests, or the presence of 

animals; and 

 

WHEREAS, residents have reported to legal services providers that they are reluctant to take 

in people displaced by the fires, or to care for the animals of displaced neighbors, because 

doing so could be treated as a violation of their lease and a basis for eviction; and 

 

WHEREAS, an eviction on such basis would turn one displaced household into two, would 

return to emergency shelter or to the street people who presently have somewhere to sleep, and 

would discourage the hospitality that is needed to serve individuals and households displaced 

by this emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, boarding, shelter, and foster care capacity for animals in the affected region is 

limited, and residents should not be required to choose between the lives and welfare of their 

animals and keeping their own housing; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, as a result of the 

above-noted situation and under Chapters 38.52 and 43.06 RCW, do hereby proclaim that the 

State of Emergency initially declared in Proclamation 26-03 continues to exist throughout the 

entire state of Washington, and direct that the plans and procedures in the Washington State 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan continue to be implemented. State agencies and 

departments are directed to utilize state resources in accordance with the Washington State 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and to do everything reasonably possible to 

assist affected political subdivisions to respond to and recover from the dangerous wildfire 

conditions. 
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The declaration of emergency in Proclamation 26-03 and Proclamation 25-03.1 remain in effect 

and, under RCW 43.06.220 and as otherwise noted, I hereby amend Proclamation 26-03 and 

Proclamation 26-03.1 as provided herein. Except as amended herein, all provisions of 

Proclamation 26-03 and Proclamation 25-03.1 remain in full force and effect. 

  

STATE INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Based on the above-noted situation, I continue to authorize the Washington Military 

Department, Emergency Management Division to implement the Individual Assistance 

program in the impacted jurisdictions in Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, 

and Yakima Counties and the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians affected by this 

emergency. I also authorize the Washington Military Department, Emergency Management 

Division to implement the Individual Assistance program in the impacted jurisdictions in 

Benton, Columbia, Grant, Kittitas, and Whitman Counties. Under the provisions of RCW 

43.06.220(2)(g), I find that strict compliance with the following statutory and regulatory 

obligations or limitations will prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action for coping with the 

State of Emergency in the provision of financial assistance to affected individuals and 

accordingly proclaim that for the Individual Assistance program only, the language of the 

regulatory provisions specified below is hereby immediately waived and suspended as 

indicated below until 60 days after the date of this Proclamation: 

  

WAC 118-11-100(2)(b) (entire subsection). 

 

WAC 118-11-100(2)(e)-(f) (entire subsections). 

 

FAMILY EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Based on the above-noted situation, pursuant to RCW 43.06.220(2)(c) and RCW 74.04.660(6), 

I hereby direct, order, and authorize the Secretary of the Washington State Department of 

Social and Health Services to continue expanding eligibility for the Family Emergency 

Assistance Program (FEAP) to include individuals and families without children in Chelan, 

Douglas, Ferry, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, and Yakima Counties and the Confederated 

Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and 

Spokane Tribe of Indians affected by this wildfire emergency. I also authorize the Secretary of 

the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services to continue expanding 

eligibility for FEAP to include individuals and families without children in Benton, Columbia, 

Grant, Kittitas, and Whitman Counties. Pursuant to RCW 43.06.220(2)(c), I further order that 

the limitation of benefits provided under the Family Emergency Assistance Program to one 

period of time within any consecutive 12-month period under RCW 74.04.660(1) is waived and 

suspended in its entirety. I order the Secretary to extend FEAP benefits to individuals and 
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families who apply for and are eligible to receive benefits each month. This authorization and 

order for expansion is effective until 60 days following the date of this Proclamation. 

HOUSING 

Prohibiting Treating Wildfire Displacement as Abandonment 

 

Based on the above noted situation and under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(1)(h), and to 

preserve and maintain life, health, property, and the public peace, effective immediately and 

until 11:59 p.m. on September 30, 2026, I hereby prohibit the following activities related to 

residential dwellings in Washington State: 

 

Landlords, property owners, and property managers are prohibited from treating a tenant’s 

absence from any dwelling in Benton, Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, 

Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, and Yakima Counties, and the Confederated Tribes 

and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and 

Spokane Tribe of Indians land as a result of this wildfire emergency, including due to 

emergency evacuation or fire damage, as abandonment of the premises for purposes of RCW 

59.18.310, RCW 59.20.030(1), and RCW 59.20.130(7), unless the tenant communicates their 

intent not to resume their tenancy. 

 

Prohibiting Evictions of Tenants Who Have Taken in Displaced Individuals and Pets 

 

Based on the above noted situation and under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(1)(h), and to 

preserve and maintain life, health, property, and the public peace, effective immediately and 

until 11:59 p.m. on September 30, 2026, I hereby prohibit the following activities related to 

residential dwellings in Washington State: 

 

Landlords, property owners, and property managers are prohibited from serving or enforcing, 

or threatening to serve or enforce, any notice requiring a resident to vacate any dwelling or 

parcel of land occupied as a dwelling, including but not limited to an eviction notice, notice of 

unlawful detainer, notice of termination of rental, or notice to comply or vacate, based on the 

occupancy of the dwelling, or parcel of land occupied as a dwelling, of one or more 

individuals, including their pets, who were displaced from their primary residence in Benton, 

Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, and 

Yakima Counties, and the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated 

Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians land as a result of this wildfire 

emergency, including due to emergency evacuation or fire damage. This prohibition applies 

unless the landlord, property owner, or property manager attaches an affidavit signed under 

penalty of perjury to the eviction or termination of tenancy notice that the landlord, property 

owner, or property manager has verified that the additional occupants were not displaced from 

their primary residence as a result of the wildfire emergency, including the basis of that 

verification. 
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Terminology used in these prohibitions related to HOUSING shall be understood by reference 

to Washington law, including but not limited to RCW 49.60, RCW 59.12, RCW 59.18, and 

RCW 59.20.  

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 31st day of August 

A.D., two thousand and twenty-six at Olympia, Washington. 

 

 By: 

 

 

         /s/  
 Bob Ferguson 

Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

 

       /s/ 

 

Secretary of State 

 


