
 

 

EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 

AMENDING PROCLAMATION 26-03, 26-03.1, and 26-03.2 

 

26-03.3 

 

Wildfires – Continued Recovery and Rebuilding Support 

  

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2026, I issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03, proclaiming that 

due to extended below-normal precipitation, above-normal temperatures, persistent 

widespread drought conditions, ongoing fires, and issuance of a rare Particularly 

Dangerous Situation Red-Flag Warning, a state of emergency existed throughout the state 

of Washington that constituted a public health disaster affecting life, property, and/or the 

public peace; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of August 1, 2026, an extreme weather event characterized by high 

temperatures and strong winds occurred and resulted in numerous catastrophic wildfires 

breaking out throughout the state of Washington; and  

 

WHEREAS, to provide immediate services and financial assistance to those impacted by 

the wildfires that occurred in connection with this weather event, on August 10, 2026, I 

issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03.1, Wildfires – Immediate Relief and Response, 

which included expanding aid programs, waiving and suspending a number of state laws 

and regulations, and temporarily halting evictions, with provisions focused on the areas 

most affected by the August 1, 2026, fires, including Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, Okanogan, 

Spokane, Stevens, and Yakima Counties and the lands of the Confederated Tribes and 

Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and 

Spokane Tribe of Indians; and 

 

WHEREAS, the wildfires associated with this event stemmed from the prolonged 

widespread drought and adverse weather conditions and were part of a series of fires 

occurring throughout the state beginning on June 14, 2026, with effects extending for 

weeks on end and expanding beyond the counties recognized in Emergency Proclamation 

26-03.1; and 

 

WHEREAS, to expand eligibility for state benefits and support ongoing recovery for those 

impacted by the wildfires, on August 31, 2026, I issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03.2, 

Wildfires – State Individual Assistance Expansion, Family Emergency Assistance Program, 

and Ongoing Recovery Support, which included expanding aid programs and extending 
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protections for renters, and declaring that emergency conditions also existed in Benton, 

Columbia, Grant, Kittitas, and Whitman Counties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the multiple wildfire incidents across Washington state beginning on June 14, 

2026, have caused widespread destruction to homes, businesses, agricultural operations, 

and public infrastructure; disrupted essential services; threatened life, health, property, and 

public safety; and resulted in significant response and recovery needs, requiring continued 

state assistance and coordination and necessitating the continuation of a state of emergency 

and ongoing state assistance and recovery support; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of September 25, 2026, wildfires across the state of Washington had 

burned more than 1,300 homes and other structures and over 902,000 acres, forced more 

than 118,000 residents to evacuate, and produced smoke conditions hazardous to human 

health across the region; and 

 

WHEREAS, the impacts of wildfires occurring on and after June 14, 2026, continue to 

affect Benton, Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, Okanogan, Spokane, 

Stevens, Whitman, and Yakima Counties and the lands of the Confederated Tribes and 

Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and 

Spokane Tribe of Indians; and 

 

WHEREAS, the wildfires have generated substantial quantities of debris and other solid 

waste requiring removal, temporary storage, processing, and disposal, and affected local 

jurisdictions require flexibility in managing wildfire debris and temporary solid waste piles 

during the recovery period; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Ecology and local jurisdictions have responsibilities 

relating to solid waste management and environmental protection, and coordinated debris 

management is necessary to facilitate recovery while protecting public health, safety, and 

the environment; and 

 

WHEREAS, individuals and families across the affected areas have suffered significant 

hardships as a result of the wildfires and other impacts of this emergency and require 

continued assistance and support to recover and rebuild their homes, businesses, and 

communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, state agencies continue to coordinate with local jurisdictions, Tribal Nations, 

volunteer organizations, and federal partners to support response and recovery efforts and 

to assess damages associated with these wildfire incidents; and 
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WHEREAS, the Washington State Military Department continues to monitor and 

coordinate supporting actions through the State Emergency Operations Center, implement 

emergency response procedures, and coordinate resources to support Tribal and local 

officials in alleviating the immediate impacts to people, property, and infrastructure; and 

continues to assess the ongoing wildfires and the danger of new wildfires or expansion of 

existing wildfires resulting from ongoing high-risk weather and fire fuel conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, wildfires across the state removed more than 800 homes from the housing 

supply in a matter of days, and it will likely take months to rebuild and replace these 

homes; and 

 

WHEREAS, rebuilding homes and other structures destroyed or damaged by the wildfires 

is a high priority following immediate emergency response needs, and prompt and 

responsible rebuilding requires coordination and assistance from state agencies, local 

jurisdictions, and other governmental partners with relevant expertise and authority; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for state agencies to continue assisting local partners in the 

wildfire recovery process through land use planning, permitting, development review, and 

other actions necessary to facilitate prompt and responsible rebuilding; and 

 

WHEREAS, the costs associated with obtaining building permits can present additional 

barriers to individuals, families, businesses, and other property owners seeking to rebuild 

structures destroyed or damaged by the wildfires, and waiving applicable building permit 

fees for eligible wildfire-related rebuilds would facilitate and expedite rebuilding efforts; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Commerce is required to provide 

technical assistance to counties and cities on comprehensive planning and development 

regulations under RCW 36.70A.190; and 

 

WHEREAS, counties and cities must periodically update their comprehensive plans and 

development regulations and may lose eligibility for grants and loans if they cannot 

complete the process by the deadline in RCW 36.70A.130; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Board is responsible for assisting in the financing of 

critical public works projects by making loans, grants, financing guarantees, and technical 

assistance available to local governments for these projects; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 43.155.065, the Public Works Board may make low-

interest or interest-free loans or grants to local governments for emergency public works 

projects, and pursuant to RCW 43.155.070, the Public Works Board must consider 

eligibility, priority, limitations, and exceptions when awarding projects, subject to a 
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statutory maximum funding amount per jurisdiction per biennium that does not allow for 

sufficient funding to address needs created by this emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the wildfire emergency has created extraordinary repair, replacement, and 

rebuilding needs for affected local governments and public infrastructure, and existing 

Public Works Board funding limitations may prevent, hinder, or delay necessary financial 

assistance for eligible projects addressing those needs, requiring that those limitations be 

temporarily lifted for eligible projects dedicated to the repair and rebuilding efforts; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, as a result 

of the above-noted situation and under Chapters 38.52 and 43.06 RCW, do hereby 

proclaim that the State of Emergency initially declared in Proclamation 26-03 continues to 

exist throughout the entire state of Washington, and direct that the plans and procedures in 

the Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan continue to be 

implemented. State agencies and departments are directed to utilize state resources in 

accordance with the Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and 

to do everything reasonably possible to assist affected political subdivisions to respond to 

and recover from the dangerous wildfire conditions. 

 

The declaration of emergency in Proclamation 26-03, 26-03.1, and 26-03.2 remains in 

effect and, under RCW 43.06.220 and as otherwise noted, I hereby amend Proclamation 

26-03, 26-03.1, and 26-03.2 as provided herein. Except as amended herein, all provisions 

of Proclamation 26-03, 26-03.1, and 26-03.2 remain in full force and effect, except to the 

extent they have expired by their terms or by operation of law. 

  

WAIVER OF BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

 

Based on the above-noted situation and under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(2)(g), I 

find that strict compliance with the following statutory obligations or limitations will 

prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action for coping with the State of Emergency in the 

facilitation of individuals’ rebuilding efforts, and accordingly proclaim that the language of 

the statutory provision specified below is hereby immediately waived and suspended as 

indicated below for fire-affected property rebuilds for a period of 30 days from the date of 

this Proclamation, in Benton, Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, 

Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, and Yakima Counties and on the lands of the 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville 

Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians: 

 

 RCW 19.27.085(3) – the following language only: 

“There is imposed a fee of six dollars and fifty cents on each residential 

building permit and a fee of twenty-five dollars for each commercial 

building permit, issued by a county or a city, plus an additional surcharge of 

two dollars for each residential unit, but not including the first unit, on each 

building containing more than one residential unit.” 
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WAIVER OF PUBLIC WORKS BOARD FUNDING CAP LIMITATIONS 

 

Based on the above-noted situation and under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(2)(g), I 

find that strict compliance with the following statutory obligations or limitations will 

prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action for coping with the State of Emergency in the 

provision of financial assistance to local governments for repair and rebuilding efforts, and 

accordingly proclaim that the language of the statutory and regulatory provisions specified 

below are hereby immediately waived and suspended as indicated below for a period of 30 

days from the date of this Proclamation, in Benton, Chelan, Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, 

Grant, Kittitas, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, and Yakima Counties and on the 

lands of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of 

the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians: 

 

 RCW 43.155.070(4)(c) (in its entirety) solely for eligible projects dedicated to the 

repair and rebuilding efforts made necessary by the events described in this Proclamation. 

 

WAC 399-30-024(3) (in its entirety). 

 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 

 

Based on the above-noted situation and under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(2)(g), I 

find that strict compliance with the following regulatory obligations or limitations will 

prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action for coping with the State of Emergency in 

managing wildfire debris and temporary solid waste piles, and accordingly proclaim that 

the language of the regulatory provision specified below is hereby immediately waived and 

suspended as indicated below for waste management needs caused by the wildfires for a 

period of 60 days from the date of this Proclamation, in Benton, Chelan, Columbia, 

Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, Okanogan, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, and Yakima 

Counties and on the lands of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians: 

 

WAC 173-350-320 (in its entirety). 

 

I further urge that all debris removal activities conducted under this suspension comply 

with applicable environmental protection standards to the maximum extent feasible and 

prioritize the safe handling of hazardous materials. Local jurisdictions are encouraged to 

secure the concurrence of their respective local jurisdictional health departments in 

managing debris piles. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF ROUNDTABLE 

 

I hereby direct the Department of Commerce to use existing resources to convene a 

roundtable discussion with city and county community development planners in localities 

impacted by the wildfires to discuss the rebuilding process and share information and 

expertise. 

 

RAISING AWARENESS OF APPLICABLE EXEMPTIONS 

 

I hereby direct the Department of Ecology to use existing resources to proactively and 

clearly communicate to interested parties affected by the wildfires, including local 

jurisdictions, homeowners, and developers, that the following exemptions under the 

agency’s regulations are available to address wildfire-related impacts: 

 

State Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) Exemption 

 

WAC 197-11-880 provides in relevant part: “Actions that must be undertaken immediately 

or within a time too short to allow full compliance with [Chapter 197-11 WAC], to avoid 

an imminent threat to public health or safety, to prevent an imminent danger to public or 

private property, or to prevent an imminent threat of serious environmental degradation, 

shall be exempt.” 

 

Shoreline Management Act (SMA) Exemption 

 

WAC 173-27-040(2)(d) provides in relevant part: “The following developments shall not 

require substantial development permits: […] (d) Emergency construction necessary to 

protect property from damage by the elements. An ‘emergency’ is an unanticipated and 

imminent threat to public health, safety, or the environment which requires immediate 

action within a time too short to allow full compliance with this chapter. Emergency 

construction does not include development of new permanent protective structures where 

none previously existed. Where new protective structures are deemed by the administrator 

to be the appropriate means to address the emergency situation, upon abatement of the 

emergency situation the new structure shall be removed or any permit which would have 

been required, absent an emergency, pursuant to chapter 90.58 RCW, these regulations, or 

the local master program, obtained. All emergency construction shall be consistent with the 

policies of chapter 90.58 RCW and the local master program.” 

 

GRACE PERIOD FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATION ADOPTION DEADLINES 

 

Multiple affected local jurisdictions are due to adopt their Comprehensive Plans and 

Development Regulations in December 2026 pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130, and impacting 

RCW 43.17.250, RCW 43.155.070, RCW 70A.125.160(4)(b)(iii), and RCW 70A.135.070. 

I hereby direct the Department of Ecology, the Department of Commerce, the Public 

Works Board, the Department of Health, and the Recreation and Conservation Office to 
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provide up to a 60-day grace period for local jurisdictions to adopt these Comprehensive 

Plans and Development Regulations as needed to enable them to focus on wildfire 

recovery and response needs. No local jurisdiction shall be penalized or deemed ineligible 

for state grant funding, as long as its Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations 

are adopted within the grace period. 

 

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 28th day of 

September, A.D., two thousand and twenty-six at Spokane, Washington. 

 

 

 By: 

 

 

         /s/  
 Bob Ferguson 

Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

 

    /s/ 

 

Secretary of State 

 


