STATE OF WASHINGTON
—= OFFICE OF GOVERNOR BOB FERGUSON =—

EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR
26-04
Wildfires — Walla Walla Water Supply

WHEREAS, on July 16, 2026, an extreme weather event characterized by high temperatures,
strong winds, and lightning ignited a severe wildfire, titled the Paradise Fire, which has
burned over 8,000 acres across Walla Walla and Columbia Counties; and

WHEREAS, areas affected by the Paradise Fire lie within the 21,440-acre Mill Creek
Watershed, which the City of Walla Walla relies on as a primary source of drinking water for
approximately 35,000 residents; and

WHEREAS, the Paradise Fire and other wildfires that may occur will continue to
significantly impact watershed conditions, including introducing ash, sediment, and other
contaminants that the City of Walla Walla’s water treatment plant does not have the capability
to remove; and

WHEREAS, this wildfire will significantly change the watershed conditions and increase the
risk of flooding, landslides, debris flows, and sedimentation; and

WHEREAS, federal assistance is needed to determine potential solutions or actions that can
be implemented to mitigate the short- and long-term impacts to the watershed and the City’s
water source; and

WHEREAS, the Paradise Fire is a catastrophe for the City of Walla Walla’s infrastructure and
the health of its residents, and constitutes an emergency and disaster affecting the life, health,
property, or the public peace;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, as a result of
the above-noted situation and under Chapters 38.52 and 43.06 RCW, do hereby proclaim that
a State of Emergency exists within the County of Walla Walla, and direct that the plans and
procedures in the Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan continue to
be implemented. State agencies and departments are directed to utilize state resources in
accordance with the Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and to
do everything reasonably possible to assist affected political subdivisions, including
requesting the appropriate federal assistance, to respond to and recover from the incident and
the dangerous wildfire conditions.



Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 28th day of August
A.D., two thousand and twenty-six at Olympia, Washington.

By:

/s/

Bob Ferguson
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

/s/

Secretary of State



