
 
EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 

 
26-05 

2026 Wildfires – Fuel Delivery Waiver 
 
WHEREAS, on August 1, 2026, I issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03, proclaiming that 
due to extended below-normal precipitation, above-normal temperatures, persistent 
widespread drought conditions, ongoing fires, and issuance of a rare Particularly Dangerous 
Situation Red-Flag Warning, a state of emergency existed throughout the state of Washington 
that constituted a public health disaster affecting life, property, and/or the public peace; and 
  
WHEREAS, as of August 1, 2026, the extreme weather event referenced in Proclamation 26-
03 occurred and resulted in numerous catastrophic wildfires breaking out throughout the state 
of Washington, particularly in central and northeastern Washington; and  
  
WHEREAS, to provide immediate services and financial assistance specifically to those 
impacted by the fires that began during the August 1, 2026, weather event, on August 10, 
2026, I issued Emergency Proclamation 26-03.1; and 
 
WHEREAS, abnormally dry weather conditions, with periods of exceptionally high 
temperatures and high winds, have continued to exist in many parts of Washington state, 
sustaining high-risk fuel and fire weather conditions in multiple geographic regions; and  
 
WHEREAS, ongoing wildfires have burned more than 50,000 additional acres since August 
10, 2026, and multiple new fires have ignited and are burning throughout Washington in areas 
far dispersed from and in addition to the fires referenced in Proclamation 26-3.1, including 
three fires across southeastern Washington, requiring state fire resource mobilization; and 
 
WHEREAS, the active burning environment and the widespread fires burning in numerous 
geographic regions throughout the state and the Pacific Northwest area are challenging the 
availability of limited firefighting resources, are requiring the continued and increased use of 
firefighting aircraft, and have exhausted normal fuel supplies and fuel delivery capabilities at 
regional airports supporting firefighting activities, requiring fuel to be resupplied over greater 
distances and more frequently throughout the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, adequate fuel supplies are essential to effective firefighting efforts and can be 
rapidly depleted without consistent and reliable deliveries, which are critical in supporting 
state and local efforts to save lives and protect public health and safety; and 
 
WHEREAS, the time limits prescribed by the commercial motor vehicle driver hours of 
service rules impede the delivery of fuel supplies essential to statewide firefighting efforts in a 
timely manner by preventing drivers of these trucks from making timely deliveries; and 
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WHEREAS, the effects of these fires continue to threaten the lives and health of 
Washingtonians, as well as the property and transportation infrastructure of Washington state, 
constituting a public disaster that affects life, health, property, and the public peace; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bob Ferguson, Governor of the state of Washington, as a result of 
the above-noted situation and under Chapters 38.52 and 43.06 RCW, do hereby proclaim that 
the State of Emergency initially declared in Proclamation 26-03 continues to exist throughout 
the entire state of Washington, and direct that the plans and procedures in the Washington 
State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan continue to be implemented. State 
agencies and departments are directed to utilize state resources in accordance with the 
Washington State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and to do everything 
reasonably possible to assist affected political subdivisions to respond to and recover from the 
dangerous wildfire conditions. 
 
FURTHERMORE, under the provisions of RCW 43.06.220(1)(h), to preserve and maintain 
life, health, property, and the public peace, I find, based on the above situation, that motor 
carriers and drivers of commercial motor vehicles delivering aviation fuel products in direct 
support of firefighting operations are providing emergency relief during an emergency under 
49 CFR § 390.23. 
 
Pursuant to 49 CFR § 390.23(b), Parts 395.3 and 395.5, they are therefore exempt, for 
fourteen (14) days from the date of this Proclamation, from the application of the driver 
hours-of-service rules in 49 CFR § 395, as adopted into Washington law by RCW 46.32.085 
and WAC 446-65-010. 
 
Nothing contained in this Proclamation shall be construed as an exemption from federal 
controlled substances and alcohol use and testing requirements (49 CFR Part 382), 
commercial driver license requirements (49 CFR Part 383), financial responsibility 
(insurance) requirements (49 CFR Part 387), operating authority (49 CFR Part 365), or any 
other portion of the regulations not specifically identified. 
 
I also hereby prohibit motor carriers and drivers of commercial motor vehicles identified 
above from applying the waiver and suspension of driver hours of service rules as follows: 
 

1. Motor carriers are prohibited from operating under the terms of this exemption if 
either of the following conditions exist: 

a. They have an out-of-service order in effect; or 
b. They do not possess a current safety rating of “Satisfactory” or better assigned 

by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration or the State in which the 
motor carrier has its principal place of business. 
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2. Motor carriers that I have not otherwise prohibited from operating under the terms of 
this exemption are prohibited from: 

a. Requiring or permitting a fatigued or ill driver to operate a commercial motor 
vehicle; and 

b. Requiring or permitting a driver to operate a commercial motor vehicle after 
the driver has informed the carrier (verbally or in writing) that the driver needs 
immediate rest, unless the driver has first received at least 10 consecutive 
hours off-duty documented in writing by the motor carrier; and 

c. Requiring or permitting a driver to operate a commercial motor vehicle after 
the driver has been on duty for more than 96 hours in any 8 consecutive days, 
unless the driver has first received at least 34 consecutive hours off-duty 
documented in writing by the motor carrier. 

 
I ask motor carriers subject to this Proclamation to use their best judgment in operating under 
this exemption and waiver in a manner that ensures public health and safety. 
 
Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington this 28th day of August, 
A.D, two thousand and twenty-six at Olympia, Washington. 
 
 
 By: 

 
 

         /s/  
 Bob Ferguson 

Governor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BY THE GOVERNOR 
 

 

 
       /s/ 

 

Secretary of State 


